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Bridge  builder 

John  Roebling 
began  colony 
of  Saxonburg 


Schweitering.  H.  F.  Aderhold  also 
arrived  in  1833  and  established  a 
bakery  and  a confectionary  and 
opened  the  first  hotel  in  the  vil- 
lage. 

That  year  also  saw  the  arrival 

of  J.  G.  Helmbold  who  was  joined 
in  1837  by  Francis  Laube  and 
Frederick  Hoffman. 


JOHN  AUGUST  ROEBLING 

was  born  in  Mulhausen.  Germany. 
.June  12.  1806.  At  the  age  of  25.  he 
decided  he  would  leave  his  native 
land  and  come  to  the  U.S.  and 
found  a new  colony. 

His  colony,  the  land  upon  which 
Saxonburg  now  rests,  launched 
him  to  become  known  as  the 
greatest  bridge-builder  of  his  time 
in  the  U.S. 

Roebling  bought  the  property. 
7.000  acres  after  coming  to  the 
U.S.  in  May.  1831.  for  $1.37  per 
acre.  It  was  bought  from  a Mrs. 
Sara  Collins,  who  obtained  if  from 
the  estate  of  Robert  Morris,  a 

revolutionary  War  financier. 

ROEBLING  saw  his  dreams  of 
a large  colony  dwindle  away  as 
group  after  group  went  off  in  dif- 
ferent directions.  All  that  were 
left  to  start  life  on  this  tract  of 
land  were  the  two  Roebling 
brothers.  John  and  Carl,  and  the 
Grabe  family.  The  latter 
consisting  of  five  children. 

~ Roebling  and  his  early  settlers 
first  tagged  the  name  of  Germania 
on  the  land  in  southeastern  Butler 
County.  Later  is  was  to  become 
known  as  Saxonburg.  / 

AS  A FARMER,  Roebling  was 
unsuccessful  and  in  1837  secured  a 
job  as  an  engineer  with  the  com- 
monwealth to  build  dams  and 
locks  for  a stretch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal  on  the  Beaver 
River. 

At  the  same  time,  he  began 
developing  the  first  “wire  rope" 
in  America.  The  idea  worked  and 
soon  it  was  used  as  the  wire  cable 
for  portaging  boats  over  the 
Allegheny  Mountains  from 
Hollidaysburg  to  Johnstown  for 
the  canal. 

In  1844  and  1845.  he  experi- 
mented with  his  wire  cable, 
building  a suspension  aqueduct  — 
the  first  of  its  kind  — for  the  canal 
to  span  over  the  Allegheny  River, 
from  the  mouth  of  the 


Kiskiminetas  River  near 
Freeport. 

THE  AQUEDUCT  spanned 
1.140  feet  over  the  river  with  its 
cables,  seven  inches  in  diameter, 
supporting  it. 

He  later  built  a suspension 
bridge  in  Pittsburgh,  now  known 
as  the  Smithfield  Street  Bridge, 
spanning  the  Monongahela  River. 

Though  these  suspension  spans 
rocketed  his  career,  it  was  not  un- 
til after  Roebling  moved  from 
Saxonburg  that  his  greatest 
undertaking  began. 

IN  1 848  HE  moved  his 
manufacturing  facilities  to 
Trenton,  N.J..  and  was  commis- 
sioned to  build  a bridge  over  the 
East  River  to  Brooklyn  in  New 
York. 

He  planned  it  and  supervised 
the  building  of  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge,  then  considered  the 
greatest  undertaking  ever. 

But  while  standing  on  the 
Brooklyn  side  of  the  river  June  28, 
1869,  his  foot  was  crushed  by  a pil- 
ing that  had  been  hit  by  a ferry 
boat.  Tetanus  set  in  and  Roebling 
died  July  22.  1869. 

The  bridge  was  completed  and 
open  to  traffic  in  1883,  a sturdy 
monument  to  the  Saxonburg 
native. 

SOME  OF  THE  early  settlers 
who  came  to  Saxonburg  in  1832  in- 
cluded: F.  Baehr,  A.  Eisenhart, 
G.  Kinne,  William  Fuhrmann,  C. 
G.  Lamb,  F.  Kunz.  A.  Stuebgen, 
G.  Stuebgen.  A.  C.  Bernigau,  J.  H. 
Muder,  G.  Granke  and  C.  Tolley. 

Others  who  came  were  George 
Graff,  Theodore  Tolley  and  A. 
Copper  Smith.  Herman  Miller  and 
his  wife  came  in  1832  That  same 
year  she  became  the  first  death  in 
the  new  colony. 

On  Dec.  17,  1832.  Frederick 
Lamb  became  the  first  child  born 
in  the  new  colony  of  Saxonburg. 

IN  1833,  EMIL  Maurhoff  ar- 
rived and  established  a general 
store  in  company  with  F.  D. 


WIRE  ROPE  MAKER 


Roebling  Headed  Germans 
Who  Founded  Saxonburg 


John  Augustus  Roebling,  a 
name  famous  in  the  world  of 
engineering,  is  a name  that  has 
a special  meaning  to  the  Bor- 
ough of  Saxonburg. 

It  was  the  renowned  builder 
of  the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  along 
with  a band  of  immigrants 
from  Muhlausen,  German 
who,  in  1832,  purchased  7,000 
acres  (at  $1.37  an  acre)  in 
Jefferson  Township,  and  car- 
ved out  the  village  of  Saxon- 
burg from  what  was  then 
largely  virgin  forest. 

With  mathematical  precision 
that  was  characteristic  of  Roe- 
bling, he  laid  out  the  village. 
Main  Street  runs  east  to  west, 
with  a “white  church”  at  the 
eastern  end,  with  each  lot  100 
to  200  feet  wide,  running  ap- 
proximately half  a mile  to 
Water  Street,  leaving  ample 
space  for  the  small  farms,  tra- 
ditional to  German  families. 

Having  found  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  his  new  home, 
Roebling  sent  invitations  to 
friends  and  family  remaining 
in  Muhlausen,  many  of  whom 
joined  their  fellow  countryman 
in  the  new  land. 

Canal,  Railroad  Builder 
But  Roebling  quickly  found 
that  farming  was  not  to  his  lik- 
ing and  soon  was  building 
dams  and  locks  on  the  Sandy 
and  Beaver  Canal.  His  next  job 
was  on  a feeder  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal  above  Freeport  on 
the  Allegheny  River,  then  he 
j became  a state  employe, 
charged  with  a survey  of  a 
railroad  route  over  the  Alle- 
gheny Mountains. 

It  was  this  job  that  led  him 
to  discover  a need  for  a strong 
and  light  cable  to  haul  boats 
over  a portage  railroad,  and 
i thus  the  invention  of  the  wire 
! cable  which  has  made  his 
name  famous  throughout  the 
world. 

His  concern  was  reported  to 
have  been  aroused  by  a tragic 
accident  in  which  the  tradi- 
tional hemp  cable  then  in  use 
snapped,  .and  two  men  were 
crushed  to  death  by  the  boat 
that  slid  down  the  portage 
tracks. 

The  first  wire  cable  was 


John  A.  Roebling 


spun  on  rope  walks  in  a wood- 
ed area  to  the  east  of  the  Bor- 
ough, and  the  wire  cable  soon 
replaced  the  cumbersome 
hemp  ropes  that  had  been  used 
to  haul  boats  across  mountain 
paths.  The  cable  was  spliced 
and  wound  on  large  reels  in  a 
workshop,  now  a memorial  to 
Roebling  in  a park  in  the  Bor- 
ough that  bears  his  name. 

Using  his  ingenuity  Roebling 
quickly  found  new  uses  for  his 
invention,  and  turned  his  atten- 
tion toward  suspension 
bridges. 

In  the  16  years  Roebling  re- 
mained in  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia, he  built  two  suspension 
bridges  in  Pittsburgh  and  four 
aqueducts  on  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  Canal,  none  of  which 
remain  today. 

However,  problems  devel- 
oped in  the  Borough,  where 
transportation  of  the  new  in- 
vention became  a problem, 
since  the  only  outlet,  the  Alle- 
gheny River,  was  iced  over 
much  of  the  winter,  and  the 
costs  of  reinforcing  bridges 
and  boats  were  excessive. 

Move  to  Trenton 

In  1848,  Roebling  and  many 
of  his  fellow  emigrants  left 
Saxonburg  for  Trenton.  N.J., 
where  his  descendants  still 
maintain  substantial  holdings. 
The  rest  is  history. 

Roebling  did  not  live  to  com- 
plete his  most  famous  project, 
the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  but  the 
world-famous  bridge  over  the 
East  River  established  his  gen- 


ius, and  his  mark  is  indelibly 
stamped  on  bridge  engineering 
throughout  the  nation  and  the 
world. 
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This  great  arch  of  iron  and  steel  whidfi  unices  the  cities  oi  «ew  iur 
and  Brooklyn,  -was  designed  by  J.  A.  Roebling  and  completed  under  the 
superintendence  of  his  son,  W.  A.  Roebling,  cost  $15,500,000  and  is  one 
of" the  marvels  of  the  world.  The  bridge  is  suspended  by  four  cables,  each 
of  which  contains  5,000  one  eighth  inch  wires,  and  each  cable  is  capable 
of  sustaining  49,200  tons  The  anchorage  weighs  120,000,000  pounds  each. 
The  central  span  across  the  East  River  from  tower  to  tower  is  1,59?  Oeet 
long.  The  entire  length  of  the  structure  is  5,989  feet.  It  is  85  feet 
wide  and  contains  a promenade  for  foot  passengers,  two  railroad  tracks 
and  tworoadways  for  carriages.  About  125,000  people  cross  it  daily. 


Landmark 

registered 

SAXONBURG  - Council 
last  night  reported  that  the 
John  Roebling  house  has  been 
added  to  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  in 
the  United  States. 

President  John  Thompson 
said  the  borough  was  notified 
by  the  federal  Department  of 
the  Interior.  Thompson  said 
an  application  was  submitted 
in  1975  to  have  the  Roebling 
homestead  considered  as  an 
historical  site. 

Roebling  was  the  builder 
of  the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  the 
first  such  cable  suspension 
span  to  be  constructed. 

Council  also  authorized  the 
advertising  for  bids  for  a new 
police  car,  and  approved 
spending  $50  per  space  for 
renting  three  spaces  in  the 
borough  fire  hall  for  storage 
of  equipment. 

Mayor 'Reldon  Cooper 
turned  in  $102  collected  as 
fines  for  traffic  violations. 
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i o become  museum  k- 

Roebling  landmark 
given  to  Saxonburg 


Property  once  owned  by  John 
Roebling.  builder  of'  the 
Brooklyn  Bridge,  will  become  a 
community  park  for  Saxonburg 
Borough  and  the  former  resi- 
dence of  the  borough’s  most 
famous  citizen  will  be  a mu- 
seum. the  result  of  action  taken 
last  evening  by  borough  coun- 
cil. 


In  a letter  read  by  Mayor 
Reldon  W.  Cooper,  who  for  six 
months  had  been  negotiating 
quietly  with  the  present 
owners  of  the  land,  the  historic 
landmark  was  offered  to  the 
borough  for  use  by  the  com- 
munity. 

The  present  owners,  Mrs. 
Lydia  Haseltine  of  Pittsburgh 


zel  of  New~7ork.  were"  repre- 

sented hv  Mrs.  Haseltine's  son. 
Atty.  Ben'  Haseltine  Jr.,  Pitts- 


and  her  mother,  Carl  W.  Went- 


bureh,__ 

Calling  the  offer  “a  boon  to 
Saxonburg,”  Councilman 
Meric  McCamy  moved  to  ac- 
cept the  offer  on  behalf  of  the 
borough. 


Council  also  accepted  the  pro- 
posal of  Saxony  Shrine  Club, 
composed  of  Shriners  of  Syria 
Temple,  to  relocate  the  former 
Roebling  residence  and  clear  the 
property  for  use  as  a recreation 
center. 

According  to  Mayor  Cooper, 
the  residence  located  at  Rebecci 
and  Water  Streets  blocks  tli< 
view  of  motorists  approaching 
the  intersection.  It  will  be 
moved  neare.  the  center  of  the 
property  and  renovated  to  serve 
as  a museum. 

The  museum  will  house  ex- 
hibits of  Roebling’s  famous  wire 
cable  which  made  possible 


construction  of  the  Brook! 


£ 


Bridgets  well  as  exhibits  from 

The  early  days  of  Saxonburg.  > 
The  two-acre  site  will  be 
cleared  by  the  Shriners  Club,  ac- 
cording lo  Mayor  Cooper,  who 
plans  to  install  tennis  and  bas- 
ketball courts  for  the  area,  as 
well  as  picnic  tables  and  otljer 
park  facilities.  Mayor  Cooper . is 
a member  o'  the  dub. 


ttoebling  landmark 


This  structure  was  the  former  residence  of 
John  and  Carl  Roebling.  In  1842  John  Roe- 
bling was  awarded  a patent  for  the  inven- 
tion in  Saxonburg  of  the  steel  wire  rope 
later  used  to  malce  the  suspension  cables 
tor  the  world's  first  suspension  bridge,  the 


Brooklyn  Bridge.  This  building  located  at 
Rebecca  and  Wafer  Streets,  Saxonburg, 
will  be  made  into  a historical  museum,  due 
to  recent  efforts  by  Reldon  W.  Cooper, 
Saxonburg  mayor. 


roebung  park 

m MEMORY  or 

1806  JOHN  k ROEBUNG  1869 
FOUNDER  or  SAXONBURG 
INVENTOR  OF  WIRE  ROPE 


KNOCH  FFA  SIGN  - Displaying  the  sign 
made  by  Knocta  Future  Farmers  of  Amen- 
ta to  identify  Roebling  Park  in  Saxonburg 
are  from  the  left,  Tammy  Boos,  Bruce 
steinhiser  and  Cathy  Black.  Club  members 


adopted  the  park  as  a special  interest  pro- 
ject last  year,  and  are  continuing  their  efj 
forts  this  year,  under  the  direction  = of 

James  Faust,  their  advisor.  . 

— Annetta  Jack  photp, 


New  Sign 

Knoch  FFA  Continues 
Roebling  Park  Effort 


Geared  to  the  National  pro- 
gram of  Building  on  American 
Communities,  the  Knoch  Future 
Farmers  of  America  class  has 
been  instrumental  in  getting  the 
proposed  Roebling  Park  project, 
located  at  Freeport  Road  and 
Water  Street  in  Saxonburg,  off 
the  ground  floor. 

As  a public  service,  in  order 
to  help  better  their  community, 
the  1973  - 74  class  laid  out  the 
park  property  accordingto 
scale.  They  identified  the  exist- 
ing trees  and  recorded  their  lo- 
cations. An  identification  sign 
was  designed  by  the  class.  Also 
on  last  year's  agenda  was  a 
remedy  for  a swampy  condition 
that  existed  at  the  site. 

Students  contacted  the  Bor- 
ough Parks  and  Recreation 
Committee  before  the  project 
was  started  and  gained  approv- 
al to  continue.  The  Butler  Soil 
Conservation  Service  was  also 
contacted  by  class  members. 


Drain  lines  were  laid  out  and 
field  tile  installed.  F.xcess  water 
is  now  channeled  through  field 
tile  and  drains  into  the  main 
storm  sewer.  The  result  is  a 
drier  area  that  has  given  the 
1974  - 75  FFA  class  a chance  to 

level  the  ground,  add  rich  top 
soil  and  experiment  in  landscap- 
ing with  shrubs,  and  to  plant 
grass  seed. 

Progress  Continues 

According  to  faculty  advisor 
James  Faust,  this  year's  stu- 
dents “c  a r r i e d the  ball"  by 
completing  and  erecting  the 
proposed  sign  as  designed  by 
the  seniors  last  year. 

The  sign  is  a memorial  to  the 
late  John  A.  Roebling  who 
founded  Saxonburg  and  invented 
the  wire  rope.  Made  of  redwood, 
it  was  hand  routed  and  painted. 
The  approximate  cost  of  $60  was 
raised  by  the  class  from  the  sale 
of  citrus  fruit  and  apple  cider. 


During  the  summer  months 
the  students  apply  themselves  to 
their  own  individual  projects. 
Some  work  with  animals,  some 
acquire  work  experiences  on 
farms,  in  greenhouses  and  nurs- 
eries, and  some  make  vegetable 
gardens.  In  June  the  students 
take  part  in  a state  contest  held 
at  Penn  State  University. 

The  class  recently  took  time 
to  replace  top  soil,  remove  old 
roots  and  debris,  and  bag  fallen 
leaves  at  the  park  site. 


Rolling's  first  Wire  Rope  Factory,  erected  1840 


ROEBLJNG  WORKSHOP  — The  first  steps 
toward  restoration  of  this  workshop  of  the 
famed  bridge  builder  John  A.  Roebling, 
Saxonburg’s  founder,  was  taken  by  the 
South  Butler  County  Regional  Bicentennial 


Committee,  and  a Saxonburg  Borough  his- 
torical commission  has  plans  for  a mu- 
seum, where  Roebling  artifacts,  including 
pieces  of  his  famous  wire  rope,  will  some- 
day be  displayed.  Butler  Eagle  photo 
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Hot  spot 


By  SYL  ZEMBRZUSKI,  Valley  News  Dispatch 

Joel  Henderson,  foreground,  and  on  them.  The  roof  isn’t  the  place  to 
Gordon  Scott  pound  away  on  je;  be  over  the  next  few  days,  as  the 
pairs  to  the  Saxonburg  Historical  weather  forecast  calls  for  hot  and 
Society  buildlnglrTRoebling  Park,  humid  weather  with  no  relief  in 
Saxonburg,  as  the  hot  sun  pounds  sight  until  Tuesday. 
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